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PREFACE

Dear reader,

Welcome to the election program of GroenLinks Enschede. As the leading 
candidate, it is my honour to write the foreword. I’ll be honest with you, I 
fi nd that quite diffi  cult. A foreword like this should do justice to everyone 
who has worked so hard on this program and has provided input, who 
has had to imagine, select and articulate ideas. All these people deserve 
to be thanked in this foreword by me with all the credit that is due 
to them. Therefore, herewith I thank you all for your time, eff ort and 
research, and I also thank the GroenLinks members for putting their 
trust in me as leading candidate.

On the other hand, I would like to keep things simple in this foreword, 
because I myself often fi nd politics so complicated. So I would like to say: 
in front of you is a booklet with ideas that we think will benefi t our city. 
Things that we think are important, that strike us or excite us, for better 
or worse. For example, in recent years we have heard many stories that 
make you think, “But that’s not right, is it? That’s not how we treat each 
other, is it?”, stories about people in Enschede who need help but have to 
deal with strict rules, fi nes and punishments. As a city we have seriously 
let many people down. In this program you will fi nd our solutions.

In addition, our ideas for improving Enschede focus on the problems 
that you and I have heard so much about recently, on the problems 
in the housing market, problems in healthcare and support, with the 
consequences of Corona and of course the climate crisis and everything 
that comes with it. The amount and complexity of all these kinds of 
problems and crises makes it feel like it’s all so much and it feels impos-
sible at times, yet in Enschede we can also do a lot to (help) fi nd solu-
tions.

Furthermore, we will tell you about our ideas to make Enschede even 
more pleasant, livelier, more beautiful, healthier and awesome. About 
our idea of a city in which in all the neighbourhoods and villages there 
is so much going on in the fi eld of sports, culture, music, events and 
everything that lets people have a good time together. An Enschede to be 
proud of, in all respects.

That is our little book in front of you. No doubt things will be missing, 
because our city is so big and so much is going on that it is impossible to 
mention everything. Let us know what you are missing, because politics 
is something we do together. 

Finally, I cannot promise you that all our ideas will be realized. Because 
there are many other political parties with diff erent ideas and plans, 
which means that at the end of the day we have to negotiate with each 
other and thus we all must give in a little. If you value our ideas, we 
hope for your vote. Because if GroenLinks Enschede gets more votes and 
(thus seats in the college), our infl uence increases. 

Let us know what you think of the program, and I wish you a pleasant 
election period and years to come.

Bart Peeters Weem,
Leading candidate GroenLinks Enschede
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A ENSCHEDE FOR EVERYONE
GroenLinks believes in a society in which people are taken care of, in which they 
are mindful of each other and in which they take care of our surroundings, in a 
spirit of equality and solidarity. A society build on the ideas that people are equal 
and that people support each other in what they need. Whether this is about 
fi nancial or social support, healthcare, attention or simply being part of a greater 
whole.

As GroenLinks, we want to build a society that helps people to fi nd and use 
their talents. A society where everyone counts regardless of their origin, 
education, status or identity. A society in which we all commit ourselves to 
our environment, nature and the world in which we want to live healthily. A 
society wherein we are aware of our cultural diff erences and see them as a 
valuable addition to our Enschede. A city where together we focus on the 
long-term and therefore choose sustainable solutions for the future.
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GroenLinks stands for a government that trusts its citizens. Many 
people manage to get by, are independent and can fall back on their 
own network or background. They often know how to fi nd the muni-
cipal government and its services. However, there are also people 
who depend greatly on the municipality. These are the citizens 
of Enschede that need help the most, but often fi nd it diffi  cult to 
access that help. That’s why in these cases we want to end unne-
cessary methods of control and the burden that these bring. These 
checks are often based on distrust. GroenLinks wants to work on a 
basis of trust in people’s own choices and the skill and knowledge 
of professionals. In a request for support, the wishes and needs of 
the people are the guiding principle. For everyone it applies that the 
trust in market mechanisms and the search for the lowest price may 
not be more important than what people need. Healthcare, housing 
and education (e.g., homework support) are therefore too important 
to leave completely to the whims of the market. GroenLinks wants 
to put quality fi rst and let organizations and professionals cooperate 
to achieve this.

Policy proposals
1. GroenLinks puts people and trust in people centre stage. The 

human touch in the implementation of social policy will become 
the standard and unnecessary administrative requirements will be 
removed. We will focus on what somebody needs and what their 
personal capabilities are, instead of letting procedures dictate the 
process. 

2. For the people that can handle it, we want an integral personal 
budget (‘persoonsgebonden budget, pgb’) as support for health-
care, work, housing and education. For others this support will 
remain available in kind.

3. When plans are made for youth care, well-being or healthcare, the 
people it concerns will be invited as dialogue partners.

4. The formation of residential-care housing groups will be facilitated. 
The initiators will maintain control over how they want to set it up.

5. We support with know-how and tools the citizens that want to 
take responsibility for and participate in discussions about their 
own living environment. The neighbourhood budgets are good 
instruments to achieve this.

6. Our position is that small healthcare providers should also be 
able to get a contract, since renewal and quality improvement 
often originates in small and new initiatives.

A.1 WORKING ON A BASIS OF TRUST
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A fair and sustainable society can only be created together. We do 
this by speaking out, against racism and discrimination as well as 
by joining climate protest marches. We provide (informal) care to 
each other, volunteer and participate in neighbourhood initiatives 
and cooperations. Sometimes that seems obvious, but it does not 
happen by itself. It takes a lot of commitment and continued atten-
tion, from ourselves, from the people around us and from the 
government.

Polarization between (groups of) people in our society seems to 
have grown in recent years. GroenLinks fi ghts to reduce these 
contrasts. Together with inhabitants, social organizations and 
companies we are building one society. That is where we meet 
each other, give each other space to be ourselves and to discover 
our peculiarities, similarities and diff erences. A society that is not 
static, but always changing, because times and people change. Most 
importantly: we make this society with each other. Together we are 
Enschede.

Policy proposals
1. GroenLinks wants to be more generous to people on social assis-

tance by allowing extra earnings of up to €200 per month, by 
making it easier to provide special assistance (‘bijzondere bijstand’) 
as a gift, and by making it easier to use special assistance for unfo-
reseen medical expenses or government-funded legal aid.

2. GroenLinks wants children to always be able to participate fully 
with their classmates or peers. The weekend school, neighbour-
hood camping and the Stichting Leergeld are good resources for 
this. GroenLinks is committed to breaking the cycle of poverty from 
parent to child.

3. GroenLinks wants to start pilot projects that implement diff erent 
forms of basic income in Enschede. Contributing to society can be 
done in many more ways than just paid work: informal care, volun-
teer work and parenting are also of great value.

4. Debts are an obstacle to taking control of your own life. Groen-
Links wants to actively tackle debt problems, for example by 
having the municipality take over problematic debts in extraordi-
nary cases. By providing good fi nancial education from an early 
age we try to prevent debt problems.

5. GroenLinks pays extra attention to domestic violence – emotional 
and physical – and its consequences for the victims. We ensure 
that health care providers, educators, and community coaches 
have suffi  cient knowledge and experience to catch and report 
signs of violence early, including for situations where it is diffi  cult 
to notice, such as abuse of the elderly. We ensure prompt and 
adequate help and treatment for victims and perpetrators.

6. GroenLinks actively combats hidden slavery, human traffi  cking 
and “loverboy” (romeo pimps) issues.

A.2 KEEPING AN EYE OUT FOR ONE ANOTHER
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GroenLinks gives health a high priority and works towards a muni-
cipality in which every resident receives the care he or she needs, 
without ending up on a long waiting list. GroenLinks stands for 
cooperation, trust and solidarity. GroenLinks is committed to 
care close to home, with the person who needs care at the centre 
and the people around him or her involved. Good care should be 
accessible to everyone, regardless of (cultural) background, socio-
economic status or disability.

Health is more than the absence of sickness. It is also about feeling 
healthy. Control over your own life, participating in society and living 
in a healthy, safe and green environment are crucial conditions for 
this. It also means being able to participate in areas that are not 
so obvious to everyone. For example, a quarter of the inhabitants 
of Enschede have diffi  culty reading and writing. It is important to 
reduce this so-called low-level literacy. Furthermore, having social 
contact is not self-evident. Many young as well as elderly people in 
our city, from all sorts of backgrounds, feel lonely. As GroenLinks we 
also want to off er help here and support initiatives to combat loneli-
ness. Because everyone belongs and should be able to participate.

Policy proposals
1. It is better to prevent than to cure. GroenLinks is therefore 

committed to a strong preventive policy and the reduction of 
health inequalities.

2. GroenLinks gives citywide attention to a good command of the 
Dutch language, combats low literacy, and off ers opportunities 
to improve digital skills, so that people can fi nd information more 
easily and better understand procedures.

3. A safe childhood is crucial for a promising start in life. GroenLinks 
therefore focuses on prevention and a close cooperation between 
general practitioners, midwives, and educational institutions. 
GroenLinks wants to further facilitate youth assistance for young 
people after they turn 18. Mental health care for young people 
deserves extra attention and money.

4. As a GroenLinks, we want caregivers to be better supported. We 
therefore advocate paid attendance care, so that informal care-
givers do not become overburdened. Self-organizations can play 
an important role in relieving informal caregivers who are hard to 
reach.

5. GroenLinks is committed to helping people with mental health 
problems. Help and support to make them feel at home in their 
own neighbourhood is important.

6. GroenLinks wants more attention for cultural diff erences 
between young people so that children and youth with a disad-
vantage due to their migration background can fi nd their way to 
each other and to youth aid when they need it. In addition, we are 
committed to programs that strengthen integration among young 
people. We also want to facilitate the dialogue between young 
people and neighbourhood coaches.

7. There is too little attention for children with mild mental disabili-
ties. GroenLinks therefore advocates more knowledge and exper-
tise in youth welfare for this group.

8. Buildings, facilities and digital information must also be accessible 
for people with physical, mental or intellectual disabilities. We are 
fully committed to the implementation of the UN Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

9. GroenLinks ensures “1 family, 1 plan, 1 director” when there are 
multiple problems in a family.

10. Sports are healthy and playing sports together is fun. GroenLinks 
wants to stimulate this: in the districts and villages, at schools, in 
nursing homes, in vulnerable neighbourhoods, for people with a 
small budget and for people with a disability.

11. Preventing and combating loneliness will receive extra attention, 
especially for specifi c target groups like youth and elderly with an 
immigrant background, for instance through the program ‘Doe 
mee in Enschede’.

A.3 EVERYONE CAN PARTICIPATE
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A.4 CULTIVATING TALENT

Twente is an innovative region with a great deal of knowledge and 
expertise that we can use to make our world greener and more 
sustainable. In addition, we have a great deal of individual talent 
from our residents in all kinds of areas. GroenLinks wants everyone 
to be enabled to participate in society in a way that suits them best, 
to make use of their talents. For example, for all young people the 
question of what they want to do after high school comes into play. 
The choice for more practically oriented education is often not done 
justice. It is precisely the practically trained who are valuable and 
indispensable to our society and our city, in such areas as health-
care and technology. They are the foundation of our economy.

But the question “what do you want to do?” is not only relevant for 
young people. We also want to support people who want to change 
profession, or who want to get back to work after full-time paren-
thood or unemployment, in fi nding a job or activity that feels good 
and appropriate for them. So that they too can pursue their dreams. 
People, both young and old, should have the opportunity to discover 
where their interests and motivations lie and what they are good 
at. So that they can enjoy participating in our society, and further 
develop in those areas where they feel good.

We want to retain our talent in the region for current and future 
companies and organizations that desperately need it. This also 
means that attention is paid to housing and an attractive city, 
matters that we will return to in subsequent chapters. Enschede 
must be a city in which everyone has the opportunity for lifelong 
development. The pace of development is diff erent for everyone, 
and it is important to be mindful of this. In this way we can fi nd and 
use the various talents that are present in Enschede and make our 
city better and more beautiful.

Policy proposals 
1. GroenLinks lets young people broaden their horizons through 

social internships, volunteer work and citizenship projects in 
schools.

2. GroenLinks pays attention in schools to Fridays4Future and 
similar initiatives. By educating youth to become world citizens 
with a broad view, they are much better prepared for the chal-
lenges of the future.

3. GroenLinks will ensure that the municipality sets an example by 
off ering a wide range of internships.

4. Under GroenLinks, the municipality takes a governing role to 
support people with skills in the path to paid employment. This 
can be done by providing  diplomas based on work experi-
ence, retraining or gaining work experience and by recognizing 
diplomas from training courses taken elsewhere.

5. The municipality supports sustainable start-ups and social entre-
preneurs who work on innovative, creative solutions for sustaina-
bility issues by connecting the strong Twente construction sector 
and our knowledge and training institutes. Twente thus becomes 
a testing ground for sustainable building, living, working and 
circular economy.

6. Enschede stimulates sustainable entrepreneurship and facili-
tates the transition to a sustainable society, so that companies 
can benefi t from this, and sustainable employment is created. We 
show appreciation for companies and institutions that lead the 
way in sustainable and socially responsible business practices.

7. Together with Twence and Twente Milieu, GroenLinks is working to 
create new jobs by ‘upcycling’ (reusing) waste. Twence is going to 
transform itself from a waste incinerator into a hub of the circular 
economy.

8. GroenLinks encourages attracting businesses that operate in an 
environmentally friendly manner. A more sustainable economic 
development leads to job creation.

9. GroenLinks recognizes the talents of older people. Even after reti-
rement, people are given opportunities to develop and apply their 
skills, paid or unpaid, to society and to the happiness of them-
selves and their loved ones.



Election programm GroenLinks Enschede 2022-2026     p. 9

B ON THE WAY TO A GREEN FUTURE
Global warming, with all its adverse eff ects and dangers, is a crisis that must be 
counteracted as much as possible on a global, national and local level. Already 
noticeable are eff ects like droughts or extreme rainfall, yet the longer-term 
negative eff ects of a rising sea level and how people react to this will also 
negatively impact our lives in Enschede. It is therefore of the utmost impor-
tance to also take measures locally to slow down climate change. GroenLinks 
wants a society free of fossil fuels such as coal, oil and gas. Instead, we want 
to continue to re-use materials indefi nitely, use sustainable energy to heat 
our homes and businesses, have a great public transport network, ideal 
bicycle facilities and we want to allow residents to share means of transport 
(so-called shared mobility).

Nature and a green environment are also indispensable. Our oxygen, our 
food, our mental well-being and thus our health are directly and inex-
tricably linked to the environment around us. GroenLinks wants more 
attention and care for nature and everything that comes with it in our 
city. We need to re-educate ourselves and our children about the impor-
tance of this nature. To prevent us from being plagued by pests like the 
oak processionary caterpillar. To prevent valued trees on the bypass 
from having to be cut down due to poor soil. To ensure the survival of 
various plants, animals and insects. For a nice and healthy living envi-
ronment, which is why we need to roll up our sleeves now!

As GroenLinks, we don’t want raw materials to be thrown away 
or destroyed, but to be reused instead. Almost all materials 
can be reused infi nitely and used again and again for the same 
purpose, or made even more useful than what they were origi-
nally intended for. An economy that applies this principle is 
called a circular economy. Even at the level of a municipality like 
Enschede we can, for example, recycle metals so that this does 
not have to be done in other places in the world with great 
environmental pollution.



Election programm GroenLinks Enschede 2022-2026     p. 10

As the municipality of Enschede, we are declaring a climate emer-
gency and putting climate and sustainability at the top of the poli-
tical agenda. GroenLinks stands for maximum facilitation of rene-
wable energy and heat, whereby integration into the landscape and 
strengthening of nature values are key. Heat generation must be 
sustainable. We are paying attention to reducing particulate matter 
and other forms of air pollution. GroenLinks wants the energy 
transition to be sustainable and fair and to be designed and imple-
mented together with the inhabitants of Enschede. The municipa-
lity of Enschede is obliged to actively realize the Regional Energy 
Strategy (‘Regionale Energiestrategie, RES’) and must have discon-
nected from natural gas by 2050. These are major responsibilities, 
which must be shared between the inhabitants.

Policy proposals
1. We promote energy savings and insulation, work on generating 

sustainable renewable energy within our municipality, work on 
storage of renewable energy and use techniques such as smart 
grids. We participate in energy projects on a regional, national and 
international scale.

2. GroenLinks wants solar panels on all suitable places (and places 
that can be made suitable) such as roofs, business parks, above 
parking lots, and residual spaces such as slopes and sound 
barriers. Solar fi elds in suitable places will be allowed, provided 
they are laid out in such a way that biodiversity and nature values 
are enhanced.

3. GroenLinks is in favour of placing medium- to large-sized wind 
turbines on business parks, Twente Airport and along main roads, 
and GroenLinks is in favour of small wind turbines in suitable 
places such as farms, on roofs of businesses, fl ats and high buil-
dings.

4. Energy projects by and for the local community are the starting 
point, with benefi ts also fl owing back into that local community.

5. Enschede provides its residents and municipal organization with 
information and advice regarding permits, fi nancing, subsidies 
and other matters related to sustainability projects, so that they 
can, for example, secure guarantees from suppliers on perfor-
mance metrics.

6. GroenLinks tackles energy poverty and ensures that the total 
housing costs of low-income households do not rise. People with 
low incomes, starting with those on municipal benefi ts, are given 
personal advice and assistance in taking energy-saving measures.

7. GroenLinks wants the transition to gas-free neighbourhoods to 
be undertaken together with the residents and housing corpo-
rations, so that the choice of the best alternative to gas is made 
together.

8. The Enschede heat network will only be expanded if there is 
certainty that the required heat can be generated sustainably for 
at least the next 50 years.

B.1 SUSTAINABLE ENERGY
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For GroenLinks, sustainable construction means that buildings 
have a high energy label, consume little energy, generate their 
own energy, consist of reusable materials, and use innovations to 
reduce water and energy consumption. Green is inextricably linked 
to construction, in the form of green roofs and facades and with a 
green environment around a business building or district.

Policy proposals
1. GroenLinks is committed to circular construction. New buildings 

are constructed in such a way that materials and components 
can later be reused. We stimulate the use of sustainable building 
materials and give ample room for experiments with new forms of 
sustainable building.

2. All new buildings will be developed (at minimum) as energy-neutral 
and gas-free and should be suitable for solar panels and sustai-
nable heat sources. Rental housing is improved during renovations 
(higher energy label). The municipality encourages landlords to 
insulate homes and install sun blinds. 

3. New construction of offi  ces, institutions and facilities will take place 
as much as possible around train or bus stations and other public 
transport hubs.

4. We make optimal use of the space within the boundaries of our 
current buildings for new spatial developments, and only then 
consider building on the outskirts of the city. There is much to 
be gained from restructuring and making more intensive use of 
space on industrial areas. We encourage intensive construction 
and multiple uses of space and we urge companies, for example 
through land pricing policy, to build in more levels. 

5. GroenLinks makes sustainability an integral part of planning, deve-
lopment and construction of new residential or work locations and 
their infrastructure from the very beginning. 

6. We prevent soil pollution that is caused by activities such as 
storage in salt caverns, sludge depots in lakes or the underground 
injection of wastewater. Sites with soil pollution are cleaned up as 
quickly as possible, and where possible the municipality recovers 
the costs from the polluter.

7. The environmental impact of artifi cial turf fi elds for sports must 
be minimized. Where possible they will be replaced by natural 
grass fi elds.

B.2 SUSTAINABLE BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT
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Having diff erent species of animals and plants is necessary to keep 
nature in order and prevents problems in all sorts of areas. It is 
important that people are more aware of the importance of this 
biodiversity, especially since it is deteriorating and thousands of 
species of insects, animals and plants are dying out. GroenLinks 
wants to create attention for the importance of biodiversity by 
working with residents to place plants and fl owers for insects in 
facade gardens and tree edges.

Policy proposals
1. Biodiversity, the protection of animals and their habitats are para-

mount in the management of public spaces. 

2. GroenLinks encourages the establishment of organic, vegetarian 
and vegan eating places and the use of locally produced products. 

3. We strengthen and connect the green spaces in our city so that 
they form a whole that provides space for recreation and serve as 
travel route for wildlife. 

4. Construction projects and redesigns of public space will incorpo-
rate nature, ecology and biodiversity into the plans as a matter of 
course. We protect and encourage the planting of native tree and 
plant species and pay particular attention to creating and impro-
ving habitat for animals whose survival is threatened such as city 
birds, bats, bees and butterfl ies. 

5. GroenLinks shall make (temporarily) vacant land available for wild 
nature.  

6. The municipality will combat pests and invasive plant and animal 
species with the most environmentally friendly methods. We 
encourage residents and (agricultural) companies to do the same. 

7. We create a safety net for people who, due to circumstances, are 
not able to take care of a pet and take measures for the shelter of 
(domestic) animals into account in our safety and disaster plans. 

8. There will be fences along roads and village centres for roe deer 
and other wildlife. On roads in and along nature reserves a nightly 
speed limit will also apply. 

9. With subsidies we encourage the species-rich and animal-friendly 
design of gardens, for example for hedgehogs and insects.

B.3 BIODIVERSITY AND ANIMAL WELFARE
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We move around a lot in a city. We go to work, to school, run 
errands, spend our free time and much more. In the process, we 
walk, cycle and use public transport and motorized traffi  c such as, of 
course, the car. However, the car we use, both out of necessity and 
convenience, also produces pollution, nuisance and risk for people 
in our city. For GroenLinks, this means above all that the role of the 
car should be reduced. The primary purpose of the space in our city 
is for people to live. For recreation, meetings, play, sport and relaxa-
tion. To live in safe streets with space for pedestrians and cyclists. 
In the places that do remain accessible to the car, the car is a guest, 
and its unnecessary use is discouraged. Public transport and 
especially the bicycle are healthy and clean alternatives for which 
Enschede is already doing a lot, but there is still room for improve-
ment.

Policy proposals
1. GroenLinks wants to preserve and improve public transport. All 

neighbourhoods and villages, especially all schools, shopping, care 
and service centres remain accessible by city or regional bus, which 
will run on clean energy. City transport will be free outside of rush 
hour, and the  €1 weekend ticket to the centre will return. Groen-
Links advocates a better connection to the national public trans-
port network and to Germany, including night-time connections 
and coordination with local events.

2. GroenLinks is taking measures to increase the quality of life. Bicycle 
use will be further stimulated. Outside of the main roads we reduce 
the speed in built-up areas to 30 km/h (neighbourhood access) and 
15 km/h (residential areas/home zones ). Where possible, we will 
make roads car-free and encourage one-way traffi  c; the inner city 
area will only be accessible to local traffi  c.

3. For bicycle parking, we are introducing a minimum standard for 
offi  ces, schools and facilities, and in the city we are taking into 
account the parking of delivery bicycles, electric bicycles and other 
types of bicycles. GroenLinks encourages the shared use of means 
of transport.

4. GroenLinks wants mopeds, motorbikes and scooters to be on the 
carriageway from now on. Speed pedelecs are allowed on suitable 
cycle paths. 

5. We are introducing environmental zones (‘milieuzones’) for the 
inner city and residential areas. 

6. We encourage distribution companies and delivery services to 
use clean/electric vehicles and to work together so that only 
one electric van per neighbourhood needs to be on the road to 
deliver the parcels. 

7. We design school environments in such a way that bringing 
children to school by bike is encouraged, and dropping them off  in 
the back seat of cars is discouraged.

B.4 SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY
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C LIVING TOGETHER
A city exists for people to live in. A safe, green and healthy environment where we, 
with or without family, can live happily every day. The municipality’s role is to take 
care of this environment, to create suffi  cient (residential) space and to help people 
who have diffi  culty with everyday activities. By looking out for each other as a 
municipality and residents we can prevent many problems and create a more 
pleasant and better living environment for everyone. Here lies an important 
role for meeting places and people who help from nearby and make connec-
tions with governmental agencies. It is precisely by signalling and preventing 
problems at an early stage that we can keep the city pleasant to live in. 

An attractive city should pay suffi  cient attention to safety, because an 
unsafe city is an unattractive city. The municipality should properly carry 
out its task in the area of safety and enforcement. This election program 
has already discussed safety in the areas of traffi  c, health, and equal treat-
ment, a necessary basis for the sense of security of many. It is better to 
prevent nuisances than to have to act against them. This requires faci-
lities for all groups in the city. Ultimately, the district police offi  cer and 
social networks in the city are the basis of a safe city. Where techno-
logy can contribute to (a feeling of) safety, this should not be at the 
expense of the freedom of our residents or of the very safety we are 
trying to protect.
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Having a roof over your head is a fundamental right. Unfortuna-
tely, we are in a situation where the waiting lists for rental housing 
are enormous and for many there is no possibility to buy an aff or-
dable home. As GroenLinks we want more aff ordable housing to be 
built, including additional social housing. Especially for the growing 
group of single-person households. In addition, we want to make 
more creative and intelligent use of the current housing stock, for 
example by dividing homes where possible, encouraging people 
to move to better fi tting housing, and enabling alternative forms 
of housing and creative solutions, such as housing cooperatives. 
GroenLinks is committed to customized housing.

Policy proposals
1. All new building plans will take into account a minimum percen-

tage of social housing and a minimum percentage of housing in the 
lower and middle segment (purchase and rental).  

2. GroenLinks believes that homes are meant to be lived in, not 
invested in and traded. That is why in many cases we are introdu-
cing an obligation to live in your own home and an anti-speculation 
clause for new homes for sale.  

3. We keep neighbourhoods clean. We make separating waste easier 
and more attractive, through better communication, additional 
deployment of waste coaches and more places where waste can 
be separated and handed in. After all, waste is a raw material. We 
continue with initiatives such as the National Clean-up Day and 
“zakgeldprojecten” that provides pocket money for young people.  

4. GroenLinks provides more temporary housing, for example by 
converting vacant commercial and offi  ce buildings into housing.  

5. We make room for new initiatives in the fi eld of housing, such as 
private commissioning, new residential forms, residential care 
clusters and we want to build as much as possible in an innovative 
and sustainable manner. 

6. In order to tackle homelessness, the basic necessity of a roof 
over your head must be provided. Homelessness will become 
the responsibility of the Alderman for Housing (‘Wethouder 
voor Wonen’) and eff orts will be made to immediately give the 
homeless a roof over their heads fi rst before other problems are 
tackled with structural help.  

7. GroenLinks, together with housing corporations and institutions, 
will ensure suffi  cient social shelter and housing for vulnerable 
groups and people with urgency, distributed evenly throughout 
the city.  

8. Taking advantage of tenants must be tackled more seriously. A 
landlord license will be mandatory. Anyone who exploits tenants, 
does not provide decent living conditions or discriminates in 
the admission of tenants, will lose his or her license. This will be 
strictly enforced.  

9. We will build on a large scale for students and working youth.  
As a student city, it is essential to off er suffi  cient good quality 
housing that meets all safety, health and maintenance require-
ments. At the same time, we will limit the division of houses into 
student rooms in buildings where this leads to inconvenience or 
nuisance.  

10. As a municipality, Enschede is responsible for providing good and 
suffi  cient housing for labour migrants. Companies may only hire 
new migrant workers if decent housing is available for them.  

11. GroenLinks wants Enschede, being a large municipality, to take 
more responsibility for the accommodation of refugees.

C.1 HOUSING FOR EVERYONE
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When people live together in neighbourhoods, it creates more 
moments where they meet each other and more understanding 
for another person you otherwise would not know. GroenLinks is 
therefore committed to neighbourhoods with diff erent groups of 
people together. Housing should not exclude or take advantage of 
anyone. Everyone should be able to live safely and comfortably in 
any neighbourhood or district. This is one of the ways to make a city 
better, as is the provision of pleasant, liveable, safe, easily accessible 
and green neighbourhoods with enough space to play and facilities. 
Neighbourhoods where everyone can participate and where people 
know one another.

Policy proposals
1. In each district, a central role is reserved for community centres, 

community houses, playground buildings, sports canteens or buil-
dings on sports complexes for activities such as day care, commu-
nity activities and the functioning as the living room of the neigh-
bourhood. Many problems can be prevented by low-threshold 
activities and meetings, and the commitment of professionals in 
the district such as youth and elderly workers. 

2. GroenLinks stimulates accessible repair cafes, thrift stores, health 
food stores and cooking groups, both for meeting people to coun-
teract loneliness and to stimulate sustainable behaviour and give 
old stuff  a second life. 

3. Where districts are restructured, we involve current residents in 
the plans and ensure that they can return to their old district after 
the restructuring is completed. 

4. We invest in the quality of life and safety in the neighbourhoods. 
Through initiatives such as the neighbourhood app, but also by 
more police offi  cers in the neighbourhood and support of neigh-
bourhood mediation. 

5. We work together with religious, philosophical and social organiza-
tions, associations, education, social workers, police and security 
services to combat polarization and radicalization in our city and 
beyond. 

6. GroenLinks is very reluctant to take measures such as camera 
surveillance, preventive searches (‘stop and frisk’), area denials 
and bans on assembly. We allow such measures only under strict 
conditions if no other means help to maintain public order and 
safety. Area bans are strictly enforced, especially when it comes 
to the safety of ex-partners and children.

C.2 TOGETHER IN THE STREET AND NEIGHBOURHOOD
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Seeing and experiencing greenery on a daily basis makes people feel 
positive about their street and neighbourhood. GroenLinks wants 
clean air for everyone, twittering birds and children being able to 
play carefree outside. GroenLinks fi ghts for the right to a green 
living environment for and by us all. That is why we want to make 
a fundamental choice for a healthy and sustainable living environ-
ment. Sport and exercise are of great importance to our residents. 
Sports facilities must be accessible and well maintained so that 
they can be used by as many inhabitants of Enschede as possible. 
Swimming pools also play an important social role in Enschede 
when it comes to learning to swim and working on a healthy life-
style. Enschede is a green city but could be even greener in many 
areas. Neighbourhoods and residential areas could be greener with 
nature zones that off er cooling in hot summers and mitigate heat 
stress. In addition, we are creating  small water bodies or “wadis” to 
store excess rainwater. Parks, fi elds and small nature areas in the 
city provide necessary space for recreation and relaxation.

Policy proposals
1. GroenLinks wants to stimulate a healthy lifestyle for every citizen 

of Enschede. We encourage exercise by providing suffi  cient and 
easily accessible sports opportunities in our city. We want suffi  -
cient swimming water for all groups and ages. The preservation of 
small swimming pools, where possible, off ers a solution for special 
education, specifi c target groups and for people who cannot take 
too many stimuli. 

2. We make streets, neighbourhoods and public spaces greener by 
establishing façade gardens, community gardens and green schoo-
lyards and we encourage green façades and roofs. We create green 
walking routes through the neighbourhood. Extra trees will be 
planted, there will be Tiny Forests, picking gardens, food forests, 
urban agriculture in neighbourhoods and on the city outskirts and 
every elementary school will have its own vegetable garden. In this 
way we will increase biodiversity and the experience of nature in 
the city. 

3. We take much more care with the trees in our municipality. The 
obligation to obtain a felling license is reintroduced and only in 
extreme cases, when there are no alternatives, should a tree be 
felled. For every tree that the city council cuts down, at least one 
will be replaced. 

4. We replace paved surfaces with greenery whenever possible and 
we plant trees and bushes in parking lots and other large, paved 
surfaces.

5. GroenLinks wants to collect rainwater as much as possible in 
ponds, wadis and infi ltration zones and wants to drain water away 
via (urban) streams wherever possible. We promote the discon-
nection of drainpipes and encourage companies and residents 
to use rainwater for watering the garden or fl ushing the toilet, so 
that drinking water is saved. 

6. Air pollution, especially of particulate matter, is a problem that 
harms the health of all residents. GroenLinks is drawing up an 
air quality action plan with measures to improve the air quality of 
Enschede. We will tackle air pollution from wood and coal heaters 
by providing information about wood fi ring and the health risks. 
Polluting heaters such as open-hearth fi res are no longer allowed 
in new buildings. The most polluting types of vehicles (mopeds, 
old trucks/delivery vans) are banned from residential areas 
by setting up environmental zones. Municipal leaf blowers will 
become electric. 

7. We are going to tackle ‘light pollution’: public lighting will be 
dimmed where possible by applying smart street lighting, among 
other measures. We will ensure that the feeling of safety is main-
tained and that the walkers and cyclists have enough light to feel 
safe. 

8. Noise pollution aff ects the quality of life. Busy roads will be given 
low-noise pavements.

C.3 A GREEN AND HEALTHY MUNICIPALITY
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10. Together with the other municipalities of Twente, we are preser-
ving and strengthening the unique natural value of the Twente 
landscape. In the outlying areas no roads will be paved, with the 
exception of bicycle paths. Events and new developments are 
only allowed if they have no negative impact on the surroundings, 
and  tranquillity and nature are protected.

9. Fireworks set off  by consumers/individuals cause a lot of nuisance, 
air pollution, and damage. GroenLinks therefore wants a total ban 
on fi reworks for consumers/individuals within Enschede. A central 
fi reworks show by professionals is a good alternative.
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D PROUD OF ENSCHEDE
Enschede is the largest city in the East of the Netherlands and has the facilities to 
match. Think of our educational institutions (both practical and academic) and our 
rich student life; our sports facilities, sports associations and clubs; our cultural 
facilities and organizations, from amateur societies, theatres, orchestras to opera 
companies; our appealing festivals in the fi elds of music, technology, art and our 
sports events with national allure. Enschede is also one of the greenest muni-
cipalities in the Netherlands. With all these features, we have a city we can 
rightly be proud of. GroenLinks cherishes all these things and fi nds it impor-
tant that our inhabitants and visitors to the city can enjoy them optimally and 
can be proud of them.

Enschede is a proud city of Twente, with a rich history and its own identity 
and culture. We are proud of ‘oans Eanske’ and must cherish it and 
preserve our uniqueness. Enschede is also increasingly an international 
city. With our universities, colleges and companies we attract people 
from all over the world to study, live and work in our city. These people 
provide knowledge, employment, innovation, creativity and the emer-
gence of new initiatives. In addition, Enschede has traditionally had 
strong ties with Germany. Think of the attractiveness of the market 
and the ‘Euregional’ cooperation. More and more people know how to 
fi nd Twente and Enschede as a tourist area.

A special feature of Enschede are its parks and spacious green 
outdoor areas. The Abraham Ledeboer Park is in the top 10 most 
beautiful parks in the world (Green Flag Award), and Enschede is 
even ranked 19th worldwide for green cities. We can and want 
to make better use of this and pay more attention to it. Partly 
thanks to GroenLinks, the pillar ‘Green living city’ has been 
included in many urban vision documents.
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GroenLinks strives for an inclusive, tolerant, open society where 
people with diff erent religious and cultural backgrounds, sexual 
preferences, lifestyles and ages live together with respect for each 
other. We are proud that for this reason Enschede may call itself a 
Rainbow City. To allow everyone with diff erent backgrounds to parti-
cipate in public life, this remains something to work out further with 
the various organizations in this fi eld.

Policy proposals
1. GroenLinks wants Enschede to be a city where everyone feels 

welcome, both current residents and newcomers; students, 
refugees, migrant workers, expats. The municipality takes care of 
people who live here for a long time as well as those who live here 
temporarily. 

2. GroenLinks stands for an active anti-discrimination policy. We do 
not accept any form of racism or discrimination and react quickly 
and adequately to signals that point in that direction. We promote 
the emancipation of LGBTQI+. 

3. Actively participating in an attractive city should not have to cost 
money. GroenLinks also provides people with less disposable 
income with suffi  cient activities and public facilities. 

4. The border to Germany should not be a barrier for entrepreneurs, 
residents, students and other groups or institutions. That is why we 
are working together in a Euregional context to remove administra-
tive and governmental barriers and to improve cross-border public 
transport connections. 

5. We participate as Enschede in national and international peace 
actions, such as “Mayors for Peace” and the Peace Week. We 
encourage and support activities that focus on international solida-
rity, peace, sustainability and justice. 

6. Vulnerable people also deserve a place in Enschede; people with 
a need for care, people who are fl eeing from war, violence or 
persecution because they stand up for human rights. Facilities for 
these groups belong in every neighbourhood, combined with an 
Enschedean ‘noaberschap’ program. Enschede applies to become a 
Shelter City. 

7. GroenLinks encourages the municipality to not just take in status 
holders and refuges, but also off er meaningful activities. Refugees 
without residence status are off ered emergency shelter that does 
not just comprise a ‘bed, bath and bread’, but also off ers guidance 
and daytime activities. 

8. GroenLinks stands up for diversity in the workplace. The muni-
cipality will be an exemplary employer by, for example, making 
anonymous job applications the norm. We make fi rm agreements 
with the business community about employing young people, 
older people, less educated people and people with disabilities.

D.1 A WELCOMING AND INCLUSIVE MUNICIPALITY
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Art and culture make a city beautiful, lively and attractive: think for 
instance about architecture, cultural heritage, events and street art. 
Whether it is by going to a festival together or by singing, dancing, 
acting or making music yourself, cultural activities bring people 
together, just like sports. It is healthy and makes people part of a 
community and thus of the city. In addition, culture and heritage 
give a city colour and character. 

GroenLinks wants to stimulate that people come into contact with, 
and feel welcome at, cultural places in the city. There are many 
cultural institutions in Enschede. Culture must come more to the 
people with low-threshold activities in the neighbourhood, close 
to home. The Museum Night and art in the Volkspark already bring 
diff erent people together. But also think of the value of breeding 
grounds and cultural holidays. Culture makes a city more attractive. 
To live and work in, but also to visit. 

Enschede has distinctive cultural education programs such as AKI 
and ARTEZ. Interesting things are also happening in Enschede on a 
national level: Planet Art, Tetem and the Booster Festival are nati-
onally recognized. Unfortunately, Enschede’s cultural sector has 
suff ered from the COVID-19 pandemic and therefore deserves extra 
attention in the coming years. It is mainly the creators: the artists, 
the performers, the event organizers who have been hit hardest.

Policy proposals
1. GroenLinks is proud of Enschede as the cultural hotspot of the 

East and will ensure that this is propagated in word and deed, both 
to the outside world and to its own population. We also show the 
diversity of initiatives, from small to large and from mainstream to 
experimental. 

2. We create a more attractive and wider range of culture activities 
and facilities, by investing in programing rather than in buildings. 
The major cultural institutions of Enschede will provide space to 
local amateur associations. There will be a Culture Fund, which will 
be given the means to support small-scale local cultural initiatives 
through one-off  subsidies. 

3. Investments in public space and area developments will include a 
contribution for art and culture in a free form. 

4. We will strengthen the image of Enschede as a festival city. 
Cultural organizations will be facilitated to set up small festivals 
that in time have the chance to grow into nationally attractive 
events.

5. We invest in the sustainability and quality of cultural organiza-
tions. We make multi-year agreements based on a cultural vision 
and employ someone in the position of cultural fundraiser. 

6. Permanent and aff ordable places for special cultural initiatives 
are facilitated in so-called incubators, such as the Robson, Studio 
Complex, SickHouse, Tankstation and the Music Bank. In this way 
we maintain important initiatives that contribute to creativity, 
innovation and contribute to their neighbourhood and city. 

7. GroenLinks stimulates the connection between care and welfare 
on the one hand and art and culture on the other hand whereby, 
for example, vulnerable or sick people are brought into contact 
with art and culture. 

8. Our history gives our city identity and character. We cherish the 
history of Enschede, both in buildings, landscape elements and 
historical events. We support owners and interested parties 
in preserving and opening up cultural heritage and stimulate 
cultural education for all target groups, with extra attention for 
new inhabitants of Enschede and people on low incomes.

D.2 ART, CULTURE AND HERITAGE
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Involving the inhabitants of Enschede creating and implementing 
policy is very important to GroenLinks. Our citizens know their 
neighbourhood and city best and this knowledge is valuable to 
administrators. Therefore, GroenLinks wants to actively inform resi-
dents, and we support initiatives of residents and organizations if 
they need it.

Young people know how they and their peers view issues in the city. 
For this reason it is important that they have a say in projects that 
aff ect them. A good way to give young people confi dence and to 
make their opinions count is to set up an Enschede youth council.

Policy proposals
1. Residents, associations, businesses and organizations shall be 

actively involved in municipal policy and decision-making from the 
beginning of the process. 

2. GroenLinks is in favour of a youth budget, from which initiatives 
proposed by young people can be fi nanced. In addition, we allow 
young people to have a say in the municipality and its policies, 
among other things through a youth council, youth programs and 
projects. 

3. GroenLinks wants a municipality that is honest, respectful and 
clear to citizens, open to questions and objections and responds to 
them as quickly as possible. There should be a clear explanation of 
why a particular decision was made. Letters and forms should be 
written in understandable language. Municipal decisions, visions, 
memorandums and policy documents are public so that it is clear 
what the municipality does and how it does it. Municipal services 
are off ered not only online, but also by telephone and physically.

4. We off er guidance and support to resident-owned businesses    
and initiatives. 

5. GroenLinks wants to ensure that an independent municipal 
complaints institute is set up to give solicited and unsolicited advice 
to the municipal council and the coalition about the eff ects that 
policy and decisions have on residents. 

6. We exchange knowledge and experience with other municipali-
ties. By working together regionally we learn from each other and 
become more effi  cient. 

7. GroenLinks stands for extreme care in dealing with the privacy 
and personal life of Enschede’s inhabitants and visitors. We are 
therefore extremely cautious when it comes to technologies for 
monitoring the movements and behaviour of (large numbers of) 
individuals. 

8. If cuts have to be made, GroenLinks stands for sparing the 
socially weak, people on low incomes and those in need of help. 
GroenLinks encourages the use of available subsidies. 

9. GroenLinks strengthens the leading role of the municipal organi-
zation: by being climate neutral in 2040, having an inclusive work-
force, putting sustainability criteria at the forefront and includes 
people with a distance to the labour market. The municipality also 
buys all products and services in a circular manner, prevents and 
limits waste, reuses raw materials and only buys biological and 
non-animal-tested products. In the catering there will be a wide 
range of vegetarian and vegan products.

D.3 WE GOVERN THE MUNICIPALITY TOGETHER
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